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Can ecologically sustainable development (ESD) be an object or purpose of legislation 
regulating mining or is mining inherently unsustainable and therefore not suited to the 


application of ESD principles? 


To what extent is legislative regulation of the petroleum industry merely the application of 
current government policy, or does it reflect deeper principles such as recognition of indigenous 


interests and integrated natural resource management? 


What are the implications of the rise of the Coal Seam Gas industry in Australia for the 


environmental regulation of the petroleum industry? 


4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of regulation of the onshore petroleum industry 
being a matter for the states and territories? Which tier of government should regulate the 


onshore petroleum industry? 


What are the distinct constitutional and international law features of regulation of the offshore 
petroleum industry? Does it provide a more effective regulatory regime than that for the onshore 


petroleum industry? Why or why not? 
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